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Loch Mór Dál gCais 
Annual General Meeting 2017 

 

5th Annual General Meeting 

Chaired by current Chairperson Neil Morgan 

Sunday 10th December 2pm at 

Ionad Teaghlaigh Ghleann Darach 
 

 
CLÁR 

 
 
1. Registration 

2. Failte An Cathaoirleach and prayer for the dead 
3. Election of tellers 
4. Adoption of Standing Orders 

2. Minutes of Annual General Meeting 2016 
3. Chairman’s Address 

4. Secretary’s Report 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
6. Other reports 

7. Motions and Recommendations 
 
8.        Elections 

 
(a) Chairman 

(b)      Secretary 
(c)      Development Officer 
(d) Coaching officer 

(e) Vice Chair 
(f) Registrar 

 
(g) Treasurer 
(h) PRO 

(i) Fundraising officer 
 
(j)       Officer for Culture and Irish Language 

(k)      Health and Wellbeing officer 
(l)       Players Representative 

(m)     Children’s Officer 
 
9. Appointment of Child Protection Officer 



 

10. Close by Chairperson 
 

 

 
 

 

Bunordaithe            (Standing Orders) 
 
1. The proposer of a motion or amendment thereto may speak for 5 minutes 

but no longer. 
 

2. A member speaking to a motion, or an amendment, shall not exceed 3 
minutes. 

 

3. The proposer of a motion may speak a second time for 3 minutes before a 
vote is taken but no other member may speak a second time to the same 

motion. 
 

4. The Chairman shall, at any time he considers a matter has been 

sufficiently discussed, call on the proposer to reply and when that has been 
given, a vote must be taken. 

 

5. A member may, with the consent of the Chairman, move “that the motion 
be now put” after which, when the proposer has spoken, a vote must be 

taken. 

 
6. No interruption shall be allowed except on a point of order or information. 

 
7. Members must address their remarks to the presiding Chairman and shall 

put questions or make replies through him. 

 
8. The meeting shall not be entitled to consider any matter not on the agenda, 

except with the consent of a majority comprising two-thirds of the votes of 
those present voting and entitled to vote. 

 

9. No motion for invalidation of proceedings at any meeting of the Club on any 
grounds shall succeed, unless such a motion is put at the time and in the 

place where the grounds arise. 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Tuarascáil an Rúnaí – 2016 – Secretary’s Report 

 
It is a great honour, as Club Secretary, to be presenting this Secretary’s Report on the 
activities of the Club during 2017. 
 
As another year comes to a close we are indebted to the many volunteers, who continue 
to contribute so tirelessly to the running of the club. On behalf of our Chairman, 
Executive Committee and the wider membership of the club, I extend a huge thank you 
to the many volunteers who continue to give up their time so generously and without 
whom the club would simply not exist. To all the Executive Committee and sub-
committee members, managers, mentors, parents, sponsors, friends of the club, players 
young and old and anyone who helped in anyway I offer my sincere gratitude. 
 
As presented by our Chairman locating our own facilities remains a priority. The future 
is very bright for our club. When I travel around the country and see different facilities 
owned by clubs over 20, 30 and even 100 years old it amazes me how far we have 
actually come. Our development committee under the chair of Paul Bannon have 
continued to work behind the scenes in an effort to try and secure grants and funding 
which is no mean task under the current financial constraints. Their efforts cannot go 
without recognition and thanks and I wish them luck as they progress with our club 
development.  
 
Thanks to all those Dal gCais members who continue to contribute through fundraising 
and keep our future plans alive. A special thanks to our junior coaches without whom we 
would be unable to run events such as the Summer Academy, the boxing event and 
indeed the very successful dinner dance. 
 
 
Many thanks are due to Neil Morgan who as Chairman has worked tirelessly behind the 
scenes on a daily basis, for this we are all truly grateful. Neil is very hardworking and 
many of his endeavours are very much done in the back ground. He is meticulous in his 
approach and continues to be personal mentor without him I simply would not be able to 
do my job as Secretary.  I would like to thank the members of the Executive Committee 
who have helped me in my role as Secretary over the year Paul Bannon Pearse 
McDonnell and Éamonn Diver.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Work of the Committee 

The Committee met monthly during the course of the year. The work of the 
Committee included: 

 

 Registration of players 

 Networking with managers on team panels, playing arrangements, kit 

requirements, and acquiring equipment for each team. 

 Organising venues for training and matches 

 Meeting with agencies and Politian’s in relation to acquiring a pitch. 

 Organising School blizes, The Mercury Speed league and the award winning 
summer camp. 

 Working with local schools with the aim of the promotion of Hurling and 
camogie in the context of our own community. 

 Dealing with Child protection issues effectively. 

 Organising Coaching courses and child protection courses 

 The writing of club policies and procedures 

 
 

 Approval of Expenses and controlling club funds. 

 Fundraising & liaison with Executive and teams 

 Preparation for AGM 
 

 
Communication 
This year saw the Club consolidate its already sound communication base. We continue 
to enjoy good relationships with the Antrim GAA and Antrim Camogie PRO’s. 
 
All age groups now have a whatsapp group to disseminate direct information to 
Players/Parents relating training, matches and direct information for the age group. This 
has undoubtedly improved the information flow direct to the people who require it. 
 
The main communication channel for the Club remains our Facebook page. Over the 
past year there has been a focus on increasing the activity on the page with informative 
and quality content. The number of likes on the Facebook page has increased from c.640 
at the last AGM to around c.890 at present; this continues to grow on a weekly basis. 
Our Facebook coverage includes updates on most of our Matches, Blitzes and Club 
events and with the assistance of Antrim GAA this is also widely shared within the GAA 
community. 
 
We have continued to build on already strong relationships with local media. Our 
matches from U16s, Minor and Senior, along with all major Club events are regularly 
covered by the Antrim Guardian and the web based Saffron Gael. 
 
The Club ran a very successful PR Campaign to release the news of the Training/Junior 
Pitch which was heavily covered in the local news and also carried in the Irish News and 
Belfast Live. 
 
As the Club continues to grow, it is more important than ever to keep our members and 
parents constantly up-to-date with what is happening so that they can feel fully involved 
in the club. As the above shows we have made excellent progress in this regard and we 
continue to improve. 
David Baker PRO 
 
 
 



Fundraising     
In October a very strong fundraising committee was formed to cope with the pressures of 
not only raising funds but also taking on all club kit orders. I wish them luck in the 
coming year and offer our sincere gratitude. 
 
 
 
Culture 
 
Cultural life in Loch Mór was simply immeasurable. We were invited by the Ionad 
Teachlaigh in February to form a committee to help organise the Spóirt le Chéile . The 
game of three halves and day of language and culture which followed was fantastic for all 
involved. The full kit presented to our club and the participation on the day with different 
sports and cultures was inspirational. This year with not only increased use of the Irish 
language in training sessions but also a hugely successful. Taking part in the first ever 
St Patricks Day parade in Crumlin and our own St Patricks Day Hooley was enjoyed by 
the entire community... It is the wish of our Chairman in 2017 to increase the 
relationship between the Ionad and our own membership to further develop in our 
appreciation of the Irish language and culture. 

 

 

 
Club Membership 

 
LMDg Registrations 2017 
Total members who registered for 2017 is 256 a small increase from last year but that 
does not include any players who have started playing through the year but who have 
not registered.  
Total Camogie numbers 64 including 57 youth 
Total Hurling numbers 192 including 122 youth 
There was a repeat of 2016 re family membership, many people took advantage of the 
pricing structure to register as a family and many choose to pay by direct debit. 
All coaches need to be reminded that players need to be registered to be eligible to play 
games (and train?).  Particularly, following the main registration period, we should set a 
deadline of 2 or 3 training sessions after which players must be registered. 
Robin Montgomery Registrar 

 
 

 
Club Finance 

 
Club finances are managed by our treasurer Michael Pearse Mc Donnell. With ever 
increasing costs the club in relation to training and match facilities we relied heavily on 
members, sponsors and family and friends for support. I’d like to extend my appreciation 
to all our sponsors...  
Chris Mc Neil 
Mercury Security 

Peter Alexander 
Conveyortek 
MoTEAM  
The Fiddlers Inn 
HEYN H 
Grant commercials 
Whiteside’s 
Fiontar safety management 
Ionad teachlaigh Ghleann Darach 
 



Coaching 
 

 

COACH TRAINING/DEVELOPMENT 

This year we have 4 coaches complete their Foundation course. 

From the new coaching arrangements in September’s coaching meeting, there are 2 new 

coaches who require Foundation level, to complete all of the Club’s Coaches at 

minimum Foundation level. A good achievement setting a solid base for the future. 

2 Coaches completed their Camogie Level 1 and are now assisting with County 

Underage Camogie Squads. 

There are upcoming Foundation and Level 1 courses from January 2018 for those to 

complete. 

1 Coach has completed Camogie Tutor training and from 2018 will actively Tutor on 

foundation & level 1 course. 

CPD and other Workshops will also take place from January 2018 through to 

March/April. All Coaches are strongly encouraged to attend wherever possible. 

We have had Coaches present at the majority of Coaching Workshops, notably those 

involving the National Hurling Director Martin Fogarty. 

In addition, we had more Coaches than any other Club attend a Coaching Workshop in 

Owenbeg, Co. Derry involving a group of the 2016 All Ireland winners, Tipperary. Club 

players also participated in this. 

We encourage all Coaches to ask and entice anyone and players parents to take the 

opportunity to start Coaching within the Club as we are below target of 3 Coaches per 

team. 

 

 

TEAM TRAINING/MATCHES 

Despite no Club facilities of our own, each team successfully train consistently each 

week and various venues. 

This year saw us use Mallusk Playing Fields as a temporary ‘Base’, for training and 

‘Home’ Matches. 

Every team/age group within the Club competed in their respective League and 

Championship. 

Underage groups competed very regularly at their respective blitzes and Go-Games. 

The numbers at each team continue to steadily grow, and we encourage more growth at 

every level. 

EQUIPMENT 



After successful Grant applications, the Club received new training equipment spread 

throughout the teams. 

EVENTS 

Our first Annual Dinner was a great success, most notably with Kilkenny Legend Eoin 

Larkin in attendance for our Club – our Players and Coaches were equally thrilled to be 

in the company of such a high profile Player. 

Our Summer Academy took place for our Underage players over August weekend. Each 

player received a new Hurl and once again, thoroughly enjoyed participating in this fun 

event. 

 

 P1/P2 Hurling and Camogie 

It was a successful year for the club’s P1/P2 Group. 

Participation at training remains good with regular attendees numbering around 15-20, 

and at times more. The group’s skill set has developed well over the year with a number 

of accomplished players progressing to the U8 squad in September. 

A number of blitzes were attended throughout the year with a satisfactory level of 

attendance from our junior members. At this age group no official scores are kept as 

enjoyment and participation are considered the most important factors. The Coaching 

group are happy to confirm that the children enjoy attendance at these Blitzes and they 

have clearly assisted the children in further developing their skills. 

Jaime Graham, Liam McGarry, Gary Dunlop and David Baker 

  

 

 P3/ P4 Hurling and Camogie 

It was a good year for our P3/P4 Group. The group attended a high number of blitzes 

throughput the year, from the Down GAA Indoor Hurling League being held at the 

Eddie Irvine Centre, Bangor to our regular Belfast based Blitzes. 

Training during the winter months takes place indoor with outdoor training once the 

weather permits. Overall training numbers remain good with all the players progressing 

satisfactorily during the year. 

Mark Bell and David Baker 

 

 U10 Camogie 

Coaches: Mark Bell and Aidan McGowan 

The U10 and U12 camogie groups trained together all year. Numbers at training were 

very healthy throughout, with the time, day and venue suiting all. The U10s played in 



quite a few blitz tournaments this year including in Derry, Armagh and North Antrim as 

well as the regular Belfast blitzes. The girls had on average one to two blitzes a month 

throughout the year. However, translating the large training numbers to away games 

proved initially challenging but we were getting to the point at the end of the year where 

we are regularly fielding two teams at the blitzes, which is very encouraging and totally 

dependent on the support of the parents. While score keeping is not the point of games at 

this age range, it was notable the girls rarely scored less than the opposing teams, 

including fabulous wins over Cushendall, Brídíní Óga and generally all of the Belfast 

teams. 

 

U12 Camogie 

Coaches: Mark Bell and Aidan McGowan 

The concept of having an U12 team really only started in late January 2017 but numbers 

grew and we were able to field a team in Division 2. Several of the u10s stepped up to 

this grade for these matches. As has been strongly noted to the county organisers, we 

should have been placed in Division 3. However, apart from the initial league match the 

girls were more than competitive, with the outcome of every league game being in the 

balance throughout. The improvements made became more and more evident throughout 

the year. In April the girls reached the ‘B’ semi-final of the Jim Nelson tournament and 

in October and they reached the ‘A’ final of Nuala Vallely tournament in Gortnamona, 

defeating St Johns, Bredagh and Rossa along the way. Being initially competitive and 

then regularly defeating these very well establish clubs is a significant achievement for 

camogie in the club. The only minor disappointment was the low attendance at training 

and sometimes at matches of some of the eligible u12 girls that also played up with the 

u14s. Aside from that, the progress made was remarkable and the highlight was 

undoubtedly playing in Croke Park in Easter. It proved to be a fantastic experience for 

the girls and their families, not to mention wins over teams from Galway, Cork and 

Waterford. 

  

P5/6 (Under 10) Hurlers 

A mixed year for the P5/P6 group.  The year started well with training and games being 

well attended.  However, from the end of May through to August numbers were poor 

and we had to cancel many matches.  We finished well though, and from September 

numbers at training and games have been well up and have included new players and 

some camogs occasionally joining in.  The skill level across the team has also improved 

and we have had great fortnightly matches organised through Antrim as well as games 

we have organised ourselves.  The kids are loving it at the minute and we are going 

strong,  A big thank you to all the parents who have been making the trek to training and 

matches, for the players for always getting stuck in and to Banjo for breathing a new 

lease life into this group. 

Robin 

 



 

 

U14/16 Camogie 2017 

Hi after a very successful season the girls have shown great attitude & commitment we 

had some success with a win at the bronagh Kelly tournament wining the plate & a 

narrow defeat in the under 14teen championship final the under 16teens always put up a 

fight with a never say die attitude against some tough teams it's been a pleasure &I am 

very proud to be part of this set up hopefully we will have a very successful future 

onwards & upwards for the new season can't wait rab, eamonn &robert 

 

U14 Hurling 

It was a steady year for the u14s. 

 

Participation at training remains good with regular attendees numbering from around 12-

16 improving to around 17- 22. The group’s skill set has gradually improved well over 

the year although could have spent more time focusing on personal development outside 

of training. A number of accomplished players progressed to the U16 squad in 

September and two positive notes to come from the u14 Antrim development squad. 

 

A number of blitzes and matches were attended throughout the year. At times a struggle 

to make the numbers but still pulled through. Each and every one have a unique skill set 

to bring to the team but trying to get them to gel as a team needed more work. As my 

first year as a coach has passed it was hard to judge the reaction of the u14s as to 

whether they got as much out of this season as possible, but moving forward this will 

improve. 

 

Conor O'Dwyer 

 

2017 U16 Hurling 

 

U16s had a great year taking part in all competitions coming 3rd in our league and 

winning North Antrim B championship making it to the final of all county b final. We 

also travelled to Donegal to take part in the ballyshannon festival playing teams from 

Sligo Donegal Armagh . It was a very good year and we all look forward to our next 

challenge next year 

Loch mór Abu 

 

  

 

 



 

Minor Hurling 

In our second year as a minor hurling team we have continued to make progress with the 

boys at this level. After a poor league start in a very cold Portaferry the boys knuckled 

down and got to the task in hand. Making last years all county minor final was a 

fantastic achievement but this year’s group knew we had to try and recreate that. 

We began the year at the indoor tournament in Magherafelt that set us up for the season 

ahead. The league campaign was solid enough with some really tight games that could 

have gone either way, the Lavey and St Enda’s matches stand out. Then we played St 

Galls in the league and with a great performance at Mallusk we defeated them and that 

set up our meeting with them in the semi final of the all county minor b championship. 

During that game we played well in parts and with 15 scores a piece it was another tight 

encounter but unfortunately we couldn’t recreate last years performance and were 

defeated. The guys performed in patches last year so it our aim to get them more 

consistent in the year ahead. A big thank you needs to go to the players for the 

commitment shown and to all the coaching staff who drove the guys along and made 

them prepared as possible for every game. 

Neil Morgan 

 

 

Senior hurling  

2017 was another challenging year for our senior team. A long season with 17 league 

games and 2 championship games.  

It proved both tough and labour intensive to maintain a consistent squad throughout the 

season with work commitments and exams getting in the way of mid-week games. But 

with all the difficulties we managed to complete the season with our heads held high. 

The division was far too strong for our developing team but did not put any of us off at 

all. In fact I was really proud to be part of the senior squad last year. Well done to all. 

Liam Burke 

 

Sympathy  

 

The Club and Committee were deeply saddened by the deaths of family members of 

Club members.  Our club is indebted to many individuals who continued their dedication 

to their coaching responsibilities even during times of loss it is only right that we 

acknowledge their loved ones memories. All those club members who lost family and 

friends during the year will be remembered in our thoughts and prayers. Our sincere 

sympathy and condolences are extended to all those families who have been bereaved 

during the year.  



 

Is féidir leis an tiarna bless a n-anamacha 

 

Motions 

 

1. That a disciplinary committee be set up to deal transparently and fairly with all 

matters of disrespect and discipline within Loch Mór Dál gCais.  

Cathy Rooney  

 

Summary 

 

In this 4th year the club enjoyed much success on and off the field. We have continued 

to grow from strength to strength exceeding all expectations. From competing in 

Camogie and hurling to cultural and celebratory events the club enjoyed a memorable 

year. With all teams improving in skill, strength and determination it has to be said our 

Minors, U16 hurling and U14 camogie squad has been formidable opposition within the 

County both reaching finals but losing out in the end. The term always the bridesmaid 

never the bride came to my mind on many occasions, however the good thing about the 

GAA is that there is always next season. As a club we all know Loch Mór teams are not 

here to take part we are here to take over. 

 

It has been a privilege to act as club secretary for the last two years and I can honestly 

say that we all have made substantial progress on a number of fronts in that period. 

Many thanks to all our committee members for putting up with my demands I know the 

role of the committee is not an easy task. There is however so much more that can be 

achieved both on and off the field. We are in a good position to move forward but we 

need to be ambitious, industrious and forward thinking. We desperately need energetic 

people – young and old, male and female -  at all levels of the Club who want to assume 

ownership. With the right collective attitude anything is possible. We as a club do not 

tolerate the notion of gatekeepers or individuals who have ownership of this club. No 

matter who you are what your background is you are welcome in this club.   

 

 

Many hands make light work. In the year ahead we need more members coming forward 

offering their own individual skills and taking up roles on the Executive Committee and 

various sub committees. It is all too easy for many to sit back and criticise instead of 

coming forward with a voice or ideas to actively participate and make changes. I would 

encourage anyone, especially those new to the club, to come forward and take up the 



challenge of coaching or joining a committee. It is a wonderful way to meet all the 

members and see at first hand the efforts that have to be made to sustain the club.  

 

Throughout the year we have run successful blitzes, we continued with the award 

winning Summer Academy and ran school blitzes. Our coaches also participated in 

coaching at St Joseph’s primary school. From our senior men to U6 Og’s we have 

witnessed our teams grow on a weekly basis and every single player has worn their 

jersey with determination and pride.  

 

 

The role of Secretary is a very busy role and with the demands of a young family like all 

volunteers it has at times been challenging. The work ethic of the committee has been 

extraordinary and I thank every one of you. I would like to thank you the members of the 

club for entrusting the Secretary role to me. I have given it my all and I hope that we as a 

club will provide the opportunity for everyone within our community to play our 

national sport for many years to come. 

 

 

 

 

Go raibh maith agaibh 

Cathy Rooney 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  


